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abstract

Philip K Dick’s science fiction novels invariably feature material ‘things’ that appear and 
transform according to rules that are not always readily explicable or disclosed. Variously 
these objects include mechanical ‘helpers’ (what Fredric Jameson calls Dick’s “adjuvants”1), 
vigilant agents for a hyper-capitalistic economies or merciless power regimes, and even arti-
cles of trash that go on to become the protagonists’ most valuable possessions. To apprehend 
the shifting value accorded to these objects in Dick’s novels prompts the reader to set aside 
their normative, anthropocentric ideas about what constitutes the materials of their own 
construction—a process that can be both horrifying and amusing.

In life as in his fiction Dick obsessed over things, devoting much of his later years to study-
ing the way in which his novels obsessed over and valorised certain objects: hi-fi radios, Bar-
bie-dolls, pendants, and even trash (what Dick sometimes called ‘kipple’ or ‘gubbish’). Dick’s 
some 9,000 pages of hand-written autocriticism was recently published as the published 
as the Exegesis,2 obects are imparted significance and transformed into sacred, even deific 
things in his fiction. Using the Exegesis as a reference point, The Philip K. Dick Reading 
Group Panel proposes to examine the political and psychical implications of this reconfigu-
ration of everyday objects in Dick’s novels. 

speakers

paper 1 Chris Rudge
title ‘Doctored Images: Doctors and their Devices in Philip K. Dick’s 1960s novels’

 Chris is a PhD candidate in the department of English at the University of Sydney 
examining the psychopolitical science fiction of Aldous Huxley and Philip K. Dick

paper 2 Dr Adam Hulbert
title ‘The Persistent Elsewhere: Radio and the Alternate Worlds of Philip K Dick’

 Dr Hulbert is tutor in Media and Communications at the University of New South 
Wales and the host of the Philip K Dick Philosophical Podcast

paper 3 Patrick Cronin
title ‘California Kipple: Everyday Trash in the novels of Philip K. Dick’

 Patrick is a PhD candidate in the department of English at the Universty of Sydney 
studying the science fiction novels of Kim Stanley Robinson

1 Fredric Jameson, “History and Salvation in Philip K. Dick,” in Archaeologies of the Future (London: 
Verso, 2005), 376.

2  Philip K. Dick, The Exegesis of Philip K. Dick, eds. Pamela Jackson and Jonathan Lethem (New York: 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2011).


